
Grassroots Global Justice 
Logistics Sheet for WSF 2011 Dakar, Senegal 

webpage for delegation: http://www.ggjalliance.org/node/663
	What to Bring:
	What NOT to Bring: GGJ is not responsible for any

	Hat
	Lost or stolen items you bring.

	Comfortable walking shoes, preferable closed toe
	Anything of great value or anything you risk losing

	Mosquito repellent (w/ DEET)
	Expensive jewelry

	Sufficient supply of medication you are currently taking
	Anything of sentimental value

	Materials – buttons, flyers, propaganda, gifts
	Expensive watches

	Light jacket & rain gear
	Big camera

	Pepto Bismol and/or Immodium Tablets
	

	Hand Sanitizer and/or Wipes
	

	Bathing Suit
	

	Earplugs
	

	Washcloth
	


Weather
The weather is clear and in the mid 70s. Anticipate that the weather may change pretty drastically. February is the rainy season so it could be rainy and muddy, or just hot and sunny. In either case, bring rain gear. 
Health precautions & Vaccinations
The yellow fever vaccination is required to enter Senegal, please make sure to bring your proof of having received the vaccine. If you have not gotten the vaccine you can do it at the Dakar airport but it may be expensive. 
It is not the peak season for Malaria so you won’t need any medication. Malaria is normally found in rural areas and we will mostly be in the city.
In case you encounter stomach problems a.k.a. “The runs” you can always ask your medical practitioner for preventative antibiotics before you leave the US or bring Pepto Bismol/Immodium tablets.
We recommend that you do not drink tap water. Take precaution when eating raw fruits and vegetables, either don’t eat them or ease into your consumption.
Language
The primary language spoken is French. There are a few people in the hotel that can speak a little bit of English, but outside of that everyone speaks French.  

Here’s a helpful french phrasebook on-line:

http://www.french-linguistics.co.uk/phrase_book/en/index.html
Getting there and around
Most people are arriving on the 5th. There is no hotel shuttle from the airport and GGJ will not be providing transportation to and from the hotel and airport. You should plan on taking a cab that will cost about 5000 francs - “cinc milles francs.” Local folks have advised us to negotiate with the taxi drivers (and other merchants) because the price you get quoted is usually 1/3 of the normal price. 
GGJ will not be providing transportation to and from the WSF.
There are only 2 flights that come in from the US so it is likely that many people will be arriving at the same time and on the same flight. Please see the “WSF arrival & departure schedule” document to verify your information is correct and so that you can find others on your same flight. In terms of your return, there is no exit fee required.
WSF Location
The WSF in Dakar will be held at the Cheikh Anta Diop University (CADU), also known as the University of Dakar.  Named after Senegalese historian Cheikh Anta Diop, CADU is one of the oldest, largest and most historic learning centers in West Africa.  It is located 10 minutes from downtown Dakar. You can watch a Detroit to Dakar video of the campus here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kWzN0wHdw08
Food
Dakar is not a cheap city, but you can eat fairly inexpensively and take cabs to get around for roughly $35-40 a day or $45-50 a day if you smoke and/or drink. 
GGJ will not be providing meals and breakfast is NOT included at the hotel. However, breakfast is available for purchase at the hotel.
Changes to travel plans
Delta has cancelled their flight from Dakar to Atlanta and are now rerouting. It is not a bad idea to double-check your flight especially if you are flying with Delta.
If you have any changes to your itinerary please send them to:
Jo Ann: joann@pazamortranslations.com
Currency 
ATM’s are available as soon as you get out of the airport but there are currency exchange places in the airport as well. Its best to get a good amount of money all at once so you don’t get charged the fee’s every time you exchange money. Banks do not open early so if you don’t get money at the airport you will have to go to one of the black market money changer in the city whose rate is not that different than the banks.
The exchange rate is - $485 West African Francs = $1 USD 
Hotel
We will be staying at the: 

Al-Afifa Hotel 

Address: 46, Rue Jules Ferry Bp 3676 Dakar

Phone: +211-33-889-9090
It is located near downtown, very close to Independence Square, Avenue Roume and Avenue Pompidou. The hotel is right in the middle of downtown, it’s pretty secure, and there is wi-fi available for free in the rooms and in the lobby.
http://www.dakar-travel.com/Al_Afifa
Check in time: 13:00
Check out time: 12:00
There is also a hot tub so bring your swimsuits!
Orientations
We will be doing 2 more orientations:
1. February 5th at 6:00pm – Short Orientation at the Hotel
2. February 6th – 9:00am – Orientation at the Hotel. 
GGJ has already registered all of the delegates for the WSF.
For more information on the WSF visit the website: http://fsm2011.org/en
Cell Phones
The GGJ staff has already purchased phone lines:
Michael Leon Guerrero: 778993136 – arriving on February 2nd

Cindy Wiesner: 778993134 – arriving on February 3rd

Jen Soriano: 778993135 – arriving on February 3rd
If you have Verizon you can get global roaming coverage. We recommend you call your phone company directly to see what best suits your needs. A lot of times you can just add a text service for only $10.00. If you don’t alter your plan in any way, turn off your phones because you will incur expensive roaming charges for anything you download, including receiving texts. 
Converters
Senegal uses a 240-watt system (2 round prong plug), the US is on a 120-watt system. You will need to purchase a transformer that you can get from Radio Shack, Staples, Office Max or Office Depot.
Safety
In general it’s always best to not wander off by yourself. Please always notify a GGJ staff or a responsable about your whereabouts.
Webpage
Check the GGJ Dakar Delegation webpage for up to the minute logistics info, readings, and more!  webpage for delegation: http://www.ggjalliance.org/node/663
HAVE A GREAT TRIP!

