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"The Green Economy does not work for our People or the Peoples of the World," said U.S Citizen.
Erin Thompson brought the message of the community of immigrants who work in the monoculture of raspberry and also in dairy production.   
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	Plenary Assembly of the Peoples' Summit in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil


By Eliege Fante, especially for EcoAgência News
Yesterday afternoon (June 21), the various cultural manifestations of the people at the People’s Summit which is taking place in Flamengo Park, were interspersed with the reading of the final documents from the discussions around five themes of the plenary. This process is resulting in the final declaration presented today (June 22). Each participant had two minutes to draw public attention to the struggle that they are undertaking in favor of the rights of communities. Erin Thompson from Bellingham, Washington, brought the message of the community of immigrants who work in the monoculture of raspberry and also in dairy production. The rural community of 60,000 people is responsible for 75% of the crop of fruit in the United States and 40% of world production.
"We work to change the mode of production to a practice that is healthier and more sustainable. Over 50% of agricultural workers in the United States are undocumented and therefore without the same rights," she said. These workers come from countries such as Mexico and Guatemala. Erin reported that they are being criminalized because of the need to make someone accountable for the economic crisis. Because of the costs for the maintenance of prisons, governments are privatizing the jails every day, which further complicates the already precarious situation of these immigrants. Many current laws do not include agricultural workers, whose job involves very long working days and the use of pesticides, among other problems. There are already reports denouncing the private prisons and their practices but, business is booming.

"The private detention centers for undocumented immigrants earn around $100 per day, per person. These companies have investors and are promising they will open more prisons to address the economic crisis. So they will make more money, but criminalizing poor communities and African American communities even more all along the way. Whenever the economy is in crisis, people are always seeking someone to blame,” she says. This People’s food sovereignty activist understands this as a connected piece in the issues around commodification of land, racism, and immigration.
The context of repression worsened, she remembered, after September 11, 2001. "Before, we had one hundred police and immigration officers, today more than a thousand, and it is a rural community. Even if it is at the border (with Canada), there is no danger, these are humble people who came to America because many lost their land due to free trade agreements and had no other option to stay in their countries." The loss to which she refers is to the monoculture of large tracts of land of about one thousand acres. Many land owners are American, but Erin says that Canadians are taking advantage of lower land prices and are buying agricultural land as well.

The U.S. delegation Erin is a part of was split between the events in Riocentro of the United Nations and the People’s Summit. But the group's position is the same on the proposed deployment of the green economy. "We reject the green economy because it is not sustainable. Sustainability means including all of nature and people -- and forever, not until another 30 years from now when a major economic crisis arises again. There are many false solutions being presented, and we are bringing a different voice from the United States then what is generally heard around the world. A green economy does not work for our people or the peoples of the world." she says.

According to Erin, this way of thinking is not the majority in her country. She attributes the difficulty in understanding the false solutions to the work done by corporate media and the education system. "The information is very hidden, you must put in a lot of effort to find the truth. We also face the problem of racism and class discrimination." The decentralization of these means of obtaining information as well as their independence of political and economic power, can lead to reversal of this situation, she concludes.

